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His independence was the cause t>f much jealousy
at Delhi and the court party secretly instructed
Mubariz Khan, Governor of Khandesh toopposehim
by force of arms. A battle was fought at Shakar-
kheida in the Buldana district of Berar in 1724
A.D., when Mubariz khan was totally defeated and
lost his life. This battle established the indepen-
dence of Asaf Jah who annexed Berar and fixed his
residence at Hyderabad and established his domini-
ons. The present Hyderabad district along with the
rest of the Telangana came under the controfof the
Asaf Jahi dynasty.

After the death of Asaf Jah, Nazir Jung, his
second son, and Muzaffar Jung, his grandson by
one of his daughters, strove for the succession. At
this time the English and the French were conten-
ding supremacy in the East and each of the claimants
secured the support of one of these powers ; Nazir
Jung's cause was espoused by the English, while
Muzaffar Jung was sypported^by the French. The
latter, however, fell a prisoner to his uncle, but on
the assassination of Nazir Jung, Muzaffar Jungr
was proclaimed the sovereign. Dupfeix, the French
Governor, became the controller of the Nizam's
authority. Muzaffar Jung was killed by some Pathan
Chiefs and the French then selected Salabat Jung 3
brother of Nazir Jung and son of Asaf Jah as ruler.
Ghazi-ud-Din, the eldest son of Asaf Jah, who, it
was alleged had relinquished his claim at first now
appeared as a claimant, supported by the Marathas,
but his sudden death put stop to further struggles.
The English and the French were Then contesting
for power and influence in the Deccan ; but the vic-
tories of Clive in the Carnatic caused the latter to
turn their attention to their own possessions whicb
were threatened and to leave Safabat Jung to shift
for himself. Nizam AH Khan, the fourth son of Asaf
Jah at this juncture obtained the support of the
English on the promise of dismissing French from
his service. Salabat Jung was dethroned in 1761
A.D* and Nizam AH Khan was proclaimed ruler.

In 1.766 A.D., the Northern Circars were ceded
to the British on the condition that the Nizam was
to be furnished with a subsidiary force in time of
war and received 6 lakhs of rupees per annum when
no troops were required, the Nizam on his part pro-
mising to support the British with his troops. This
was followed by the treaty of 1768 A.D. by which
the East India Company and the Nawab of Carnatic
engaged to assist the Nizam with troops whenever

required by him, on payment. In 1790 A.D., war
broke out between Tipu Sultan and the British and
a treaty of alliance was concluded between the
Nizam, the Marathas and the British. Tipu, how-
ever, concluded peace and had to relinquish half of
his dominions which was divided among the allies.
In 1798 A.D., another treaty was concluded between
the Nizam and the British. On the fall of Seringa-
patnam and the death of Tipu Sultan, the Nizam
participated largely under the treaty of Mysore in
1799 in the division of territory and his share was
increased because of the withdrawal of the Peshwas
from the treaty. In 1800 a fresh treaty was con-
cluded between the Nizam and the British by which
Nizam ceded all the territories which had accrued to
him under the treaties of 1792, and 1799, i.e., cud-
dapah, Kurncot Anantapur and Bellary districts
known as the Ceded districts of Madras. Nizam AH
Khan died in 1803 and he was succeeded by his son,
Ss"kandar Jah, On the death of Sikandar Jah In
1829, his son Nastr-ud-Douia succeeded, IMasir-ud-
Ooula died in May 1857 and he was succeeded by
his son Afzal~ud-Doula, lo 1869 on the death of
Afzaf-ud-Doula, his son Mir Mahbub AH Khan Baha-
dur became the ruler. As he was only three years,
old then, a regency was constituted for the admini-
stration of the country, with Saiar Jung I as Regent
and Nawab Shams-ul-Umara as Co-Regent, the
British Resident being consulted on all important
matters concerning the welfare of the State. On
the death of the Co-Regent in 1877, his half brother
Nawab-vikar-uI-Umara was appointed as co-admini-
strator but he also died in 1881, Sir Salar Jung re-
maining sole administrator and Regent till his death in
1883. fn 1884, Mir Mahbub Ali Khan having attained
majority was installed as ruler by Lord Rippon. On
the death of Mir Mahbub ASi Khan, in 1911 Mir
Osman Ali Khan ascended the throne. In 1947 when
the country attained independence the princely states
were given the choice either to remain independent
or to join the Indian Union. The Nizam's Dominions
became part of Indian Union in 1948 as a Part 'B'
State. In 1956 during the re-organisation of States
the Hyderabad State was trifurcated and the nine
predominantly Telugu speaking districts of Mahbub-
nagar, Hyderabad, Medak, Nizamabad, Adilabad,
Karimnagar, Warangaf, Khammam and Nalgonda
known as the Telangana region were transferred to
Andhra Pradesh. Major portions of the predomi-
nantly Kannada speaking districts of Rafchur, Gul-
barga and Bidar were transferred to Mysore State